acid-ester of morphine. It lias a marked sedative effect on the respiratory tract, lessens the number of respirations, lengthens inspiration, and increases the amount of inhaled air.
The hydrochloride is the most useful preparation on account of its solubility, and, beyond slight dizziness and occasional dryness of the throat, no ill effects have been noticed to follow its administration.
From its power of diminishing dyspnoea and alleviating cough, it has proved of great service in asthma and phthisis. Harnack,2 however, expresses his belief that the drug is a cardiac depressant, and gives rise to muscular twitchings and convulsions. Fulton3 found heroin in doses of one-sixteenth of a grain every four hours of great service in relieving the incessant cough which sometimes follows influenza, and in securing freedom from cough and rest at night in all stages of phthisis. 
